Centre Director

Hi there, my name is Vicky
Ward and | have recently
joined the Pelican family as
Centre Director. | have worked
in the childcare industry for
the past nine years and in the
position of Director for the past
seven years. | believe each
family and child is unique and
deserve individual care and
support. It is my primary role to
ensure the highest possible
quality of care for each child
utilising our service.

If I have not yet had the
pleasure of meeting you,
please pop into the reception
area for a chat.

Thank you.

Upcoming events

October:

- Monday 12th— Teddy Bears
Picnic

- Wednesday 21st— Crazy Hair
Day.

- Thursday 29th— Red day

November:
- Tuesday 2nd- Dress Up Day

- Friday 20th— Special Persons
Afternoon Tea.

- Monday 30th— Pyjama Day

Hats

Please ensure that your
children have a hat packed
each day. Please remember
that it is our policy for all
children and staff to be
wearing a hat during outdoor

play,

Centre Displays

You may have noticed that our staff have been working on the
lovely displays around the centre. Please take the time to look
around and take in the informative displays.




Immunisation Children's clothing

Please remember to update your child’s Please remember to label all clothing.
enrolment details if he or she has recently been We currently have a large collection of lost
immunized. It is a Department requirement that clothing items stored in our kindergarten
the centre has updated immunisation details on | | (;om. Please see room staff if you have any

all children. Please also be aware as per our missing clothes.

centre policy; if there is an outbreak of a
particular disease in the centre and your child
has not been immunised they will be excluded
from the centre until the outbreak has cleared.

Please remember also that clothing should be
seasonal. We discourage any strappy items
including singlets or bather tops.

The Importance of the Outdoor Play

Developing independence

As children move through their early years, they gradually separate from adults in the play
environment. Toddlers are able to move away from adults just enough to test their precarious
independence skills, still keeping them in sight for when they are needed. Older pre-schoolers
frequently travel to the furthest end of the play space, preferably where strategically placed trees

and shrubs give them the feeling of being out of sight of the adults, testing their ability to be

totally independent for periods of time. Outdoor play can provide opportunities for children to
develop their own ideas, find their own play props and negotiate play roles. As children
experience adults respecting their ideas and trusting their actions, they gain confidence in their
ability to take risks, experiment, make mistakes and ultimately solve their own problems.

Social skills

Different forms of outdoor play can encourage children to learn how to comfortably participate in
a social group. The often open structure of an outdoor program can allow children the
opportunity to observe for a time, to simply potter on the edges of play and then, when ready, to
participate in their own way. Our staff can set experiences to accommodate a range of group
sizes and different styles of play, allowing children to play in situations where they are
comfortable. Spaces can be set for just two children to work side by side, or for small groups to
play in sheltered areas away from a more active group. Alternatively, there can be space to play
alone for a time—to contemplate, refresh and feel safe—before moving on to play with others.

Natural environment appreciation

The outdoor environment provides children with an opportunity to appreciate the aesthetics of
the natural world around them. This includes changing smells, colours, sounds, textures,
patterns and feel of the unique Australian outdoors. Outdoor programs can increase children’s
appreciation of the environment, and can foster a responsibility to preserve it. Growing
vegetables, maintaining a compost bin and active recycling, for example, can be part of an
outdoor program. Some children’s experience in the outdoor environment of their children’s
service may be the only natural environment they access. It is here that children can develop an

environmental ethic, and form memories of play in natural settings that will last a lifetime.




Your Childs artwork

Please take the time to look around your
child’s room each day. You will be amazed by
how much creative expression each child has

contributed to the play space.
We are very proud of our creations and want
to share them with you also.

081.09.2009

Parents with special talents

We are always looking for new ideas and
strategies for programming and child
development. If you have a special talent or
idea that you believe would be beneficial to our
centre, please speak with the staff in your
child’s room.

We thank you for your support.




